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Jonx v. 39 former part. 


SgARCH THE SCRIPTURES: for in 3 LE 
think ye have eternal life, and they are e they 


which teſtify of me. 


Th E external evidences of our bleſſed 
Lord's divine miſſion were prophecy and 
miracles; and they were both divine atteſ- 
tations to his ſupernatural character and ap- 
pointment. The latter were obvious to the 
ſenſes of thoſe with whom he familiarly con- 
verſed; they were attended with a variety 
of circumſtances, which left no- room to 


A queſtion their reality ; nor do we find, that 


the moſt captious and incredulaus of his 
enemies ever diſputed the facts; though they 
endeayoured to evade the force of them, as 
proofs of our Lord's divine origin and miſſion. 
The evidence of prophecy was contained in 
their own ſcriptures, in the facred writings 
of the Old Teſtament, which the Jews pro- 
feſſed to believe and th venerate : Theſe, ſays 
our bleſſed Lord, zef:fy of me; and thither 


he refers the obſtinate and unbelieving for 
full conviction of his deſcent from heaven, 
A 2 and 


- 
e 
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* e deſignation to the qua of 


their Inſtructor and Saviour. 


With this view he charges upon them the 

_ aimgonItion of the text, “ ſearch the ſc: p- 
tures," not doubting, if they examined with- 
out prejudice the antient prophecies which 
they contained, and the character of the 
Meſſiah which they deſcribed, but they 
would find, that theſe were exactly verified 
in himſelf. Nevertheleſs, the exhortation, 
though originally addreſſed to the Jews, was 
deſigned to be more generally applied, and 
to comprehend all in ſucceeding ages, who 
were intruſted with the ſcriptures both of 
the Old and New Teſtament. The precept 
is poſitive and expreſs; it is founded in rea- 
ſons that are peculiar to no nation or age ; 
and, therefore, the obligation of it is uni- 
verſal and perpetual. The meaning of this 
command is ſufficiently plain and obvious; 
and the authority that injoins it claims the 
utmoſt deference and ſubmiſſion. By ſearch- 
ing the ſcriptures we are evidently to under- 
ſtand the frequent and attentive peruſal of 


them; with a view of being inſtructed by 


them in the doctrines which they require us 
to believe, with a reſolution of obſerving 
me precepts muy 1 and a deſire of 

. ſecuring 


FR 

ſecuring the bleſſings they offer: and, as this 
command was indiſcriminately addreſied to 
all, who attended our Lord's public inftruc- 
tion; and his auditory was compoſed of 

perſons of every rank and ſtation; it was 
natural to underſtand it as equally obliga- 
tory on all: and, indeed, if it had not been 
intended as an univerſal and invariable rule 
of conduct, it would have been expreſſed 
with ſome limitation or exception : had the 
ſcribes and prieſts, who were the miniſters 
of feligion, and the expounders of the law 
in the Jewiſh church, been principally or 
ſolely concerned in it, ſome reſtriction was. 
_ abſolutely neceſſary, in order to prevent its 
being underſtood and miſapplied : more eſ- 
pecially, as it was likely to be interpreted 
in the ſame unqualified latitude by the pro- 
ſelytes to Chriſtianity, and by thoſe who were 
_ afterwards to enjoy a complete revelation 
of the divine will, as it is now contained in 
the Old and New Teſtament. If the ſacred 
ſcriptures were not deſigned for general in- 
ſtruction and uſe; if the peruſal of them 
was to be prohibited under very ſevere pe- 
nalties; if none were capable of underſtand- 
ing them without an infallible interpreter ; 
if, on this account, they were to be preſerv- 
ed in an unknown tongue, and all tranſta- 


tions 


tions of them into a language, which the 
people in general might underſtand, were 
unlawful and dangerous; the exhortation of 
the text muſt be not only nugatory and 
uſeleſs, but deceitful and enſnaring. How- 


ever we know, there is a chutch, which calls 
itſelf Chriſtian, and which claims a lineal fuc- _ 


reſſion from thoſe founded by the apoſtles, 
that maintains this. abſurd opinion and 


practice in direct oppoſition to the declara- 


tion of the text: a church, in which it is 
expreſsly aſſerted, that the authority of the 


Pope is above the ſcriptures; that o book 


or chapter would be canonical independently 


of his authority, and that the free uſe of tlie 


ſcriptures in the vulgar tongue would be 
dangerous and detrimental. Accordingly, 


the 4th rule of the Expurgatory Index, 
eſtabliſhed by the council of Trent, and 
authorized by Pope Pius IV. * in 'the year 
1564, expreſsly declares, that, ** fince it is 
manifeſt by experience, that if the holy 
bible be indiſcriminately permitted in the 


vulgar tongue, greater damage than benefit 


| ® See his Creed, formed on the decrees of 
council, and concluding with threats of the 15 
tion of God and of his bleſſed apoſtles Peter and Paul, 


againſt all that ſhall infringe or oppoſe it, in Har- 


| dane A Oe, &. an. E. P. 199, Ec. 
7 would 


LES. : 


(7) 


would attend i it, on account of the raſhneſs 
vf men; the judgment of the biſhop or in- 
quiſitor ſhould: be deciſive in this matter: 
and they, with the advice of the pariſh 
prieſt or conſeſſor, may grant the peruſal of 
the bible in the vulgar tongue, tranſlated 

by-catholic-authors, to ſuch perſons as they 
ſhall under ſtand to be incapable of receiv- 
ing any. ithury from it, but the increaſe of 
faith and picty: and a licence or faculty in 
writing is to be given them for this purpoſe: 
but he, who, without fuch licence, ſhall pre- 
ſume to read the bible, or have it in his 
poſſeſſion, may not receive abſolution of his 
ſins, unleſs he firſt delivers up his bible to 
the ordinary.” And it is farther enacted by 
the ſame rule, that bookſellers, who ſell bi- 
bles in the vulgar tongue, without licence, 
or in any other way allow the uſe of them, 
ſhall forfeit the price of the books, and be 
liable to other penalties at the biſhop's plea- 
ſure, according to the offence. * Pope Cle- 
ment VIII. made an addition to this rule, 
on occaſion of a new impreſſion of the Bible, 
in which he declares, that, by the command 
of the holy, Roman and univerſal inquiſi- 
tion, the faculty of granting licences for 


* Hard, Conc. Tom. x. p. 208. 


reading 
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| bibles in the vulgar: 


(48 3. 
reading or retaining the vulgar bibles, or 
any parts of the holy ſeriptures, as well of 
the New as the Old Teſtament, in any vul- 
gar tongue, hath been taken from the 


Arſhops or inquiſitors; and by which he or- 


dains, that this rule ſhall be inviolably ob- 


ſerved. The decree of the fourth ſeſſion of 


the Council of Trent, which declares the 
vulgate or Latin edition of the Bible to be 
the only authentic one, and which forbids, 
under penalties, any interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture contrary to the ſenſe, which the holy 


mother church, whoſe ſole province it is to 


judge of the ſenſe, hath held, and doth 
hold, really amounts to a prohibition of all 
tongue. Such pre- 
cautions are abſolutely neceſſary to the ex- 
iſtence of this antichriſtian church, and, in 
this view, they are indications of a very 
ſound policy: becauſe nothing is more dan- 
gerous and detrimental to the uſurpation of 
this church than the unreſtrained peruſal of 
the ſacred ſcriptures. The long triumphs 
of the abſurd and unſcriptural ſuperſtitions 
of popery were principally owing to that 
deluge of ignorance and barbarity which 


overſpread the greateſt part of Europe dur- 


* Hard. Conc. tom. x. p. 23. 2 
ing 


TP 


8 
ing the decline, and after the total deſtruc- 
tion of the Roman empire; and a reforma- 
tion in religion took place, with the revival 
of learning, and of that ſpirit of liberal 
inquiry, which is always friendly to the in- 
tereſt and influence of every kind of truth, 
whether ſpeculative or religious. When 
men began to read the ſcriptures for them- 
ſelves, they ſoon found, that they had been 
wreſted from them by an unjuſt and incom- 
petent authority; and that it was both their 
privilege and duty to acquaint themſelves 
with thoſe oracles of God, which are able 
to make them wiſe unto ſalvation. 


It is my deſign, in the farther proſecution 
of this diſcourſe, to ftate and evince the 
univerſal and invariable obligation of the 
precept in the text; or to ſhew, that the 
duty of ſearching the ſcriptures comprehends 
all the children of men, who are poſſeſſed 
of theſe means of inſtruction, without diſ- 
tinction and exception. We ſhall keep in 
view the occaſion for which we are aſſem- 
bled ; and apply the whole with a reference 
to thoſe important events, which we are now 


called upon to commemorate. We may 


B 5 That 


(./10, 


1. That the holy ſcriptures teach and re- 


commend truths and duties, which it is 
equally neceſſary for all to know. and prac- 
tiſe, in order to their acceptance and happi- 
neſs. Men of every ſtation and profeſſion 
are alike concerned in the doctrines and pre- 
cepts contained in the ſacred writings. As 
all are intelligent and immortal, and ca- 
pable of religion and happineſs; as all are 
in a ſtate of apoſtacy and guilt, and 
tand in need of pardon; as the promiſes of 
divine aſſiſtance are equally adapted to the 
circumſtances of all mankind, degenerate 
and infirm, and expoſed to temptation and 
danger; as the favour of God is the ſupreme 
happineſs of every reaſonable and immortal 
being, and the ſacred ſcriptures ſupply us 
with directions how to obtain it; we have 
all an intereſt in the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of divine revelation : We have an 
unalienable right of ſearching the ſcriptures 
for ourſelves, in order to acquire that ſaving 
wiſdom, which they furniſh. As we have 
ſouls to be ſaved or loſt, and the ſcriptures 
teach us what we muſt do to be ſaved, and 
what we muſt avoid, in order to eſcape 
threatened and apprehended miſery ; , none 
can deprive us of acceſs to them ; none can 
reſtrain us in the free uſe of them, without 


the 


— 


. 
the moſt flagrant injuſtice and cruelty. 
Religion is a perſonal concern; the princi- 
ples and practice of it muſt be cultivated 
by all, who would be happy either here or 
hereafter; and the grace of God hath af- 
forded us ſupernatural advantages for this 
purpoſe; it is, therefore, our duty thank- 
fully to accept and diligently to improve 
them. Thoſe who would rob us of theſe 
advantages; thoſe who would bereave us 
of the means of information and aſſiſtance 
which God hath given us, are the avowed 
enemies of our welfare: They rob us of our 
moſt valuable property, of our choiceſt 
treaſure; they wreſt from us the charter 
of our nobleſt and moſt ineſtimable privi- 
leges. If the Scriptures were merely a 
ſyſtem of ſpeculative truth, deſigned only 
to inform and amuſe men of leiſure and 
learning, there might be ſome pretence for 
appropriating the uſe of them to ſuch per- 
ſons, and preſerving them in a language 
which was not generally underſtood ; But 
ſince they contain diſcoveries and declara- 
tions, in which all are equally intereſted ; 
ſince they furniſh a rule of faith and practice 
which is deſigned for univerſal obſervance, 
and are calculated for the inſtruction and 
happineſs of men of every claſs and condi- 


B 2 tion; 


( 2) 
tion; they ſhould be aecommodated to the 
capacities; they ſhould be intruſted ta the 
free uſe of all, without partiality and excep- 
tion. The views they give us of God and 
a Redeemer; the aſſiſtance they afford us 
for regulating our conduct in every relation 
and circumſtance of life; the directions 
they ſupply for ſecuring the favour of the 
Deity, an intereſt in the Saviour and the 
happineſs of eternity, are neceſſary and ac- 
ceptable to all; and, inſtead of reſtricting. 
the uſe of them, they ſhould be diſperſed: as 
much as poſſible ; the peruſal of them ſhould 
be encouraged and promoted : And, inſtead. 
of raiſing difficulties in the way of acceſs 
to them, and rendering them obſcure and 
unintelligible, they ſnould be recommended 
and explained, that the truths they inculcate 
may be generally underſtood; and that 
they may anſwer the beneficial and ſaving 
. Purpoſes for which they are communicated to 
the world: More eſpecially when we conſider, 


II. That the truths which they teach are 
of the higheſt importance, and the duties 
which they | injoin of indiſpenſible neceſſity 
and obligation. The Scriptures are de- 
ſigned not only for univerſal information 
and uſe; but they lende contain infor- 


| mation 
P 


( 33 
mation of the greateſt. moment; they in- 
culcate precepts, the obſervance of which 
is, eſſential to our preſent and: everlaſting 
happineſs. In a caſe of this kind, where 
our ſpiritual and immortal intereſts. are 
concerned; on which every thing valuable 
to us for time and eternity depends; we 
cannot be ſatisfied with ſecondary; informa- 
tion; we ought not to exerciſe an implicit 
truſt in any man or number of men, who 
aſſume the direction of our faith and prac- 
tice, and pretend to explain and interpret 
for us thoſe oracles of God, which teach 
us the way of ſalvation. In matters of in- 
ferior moment, we might ſafely truſt an 
uninſpired inſtructor, without allowing him 
the privilege of infallibility; but in a caſe 
of ſuch conſequence as the ſalvation of the 
ſoul, where a miſtake might prove irretriev- 
ably fatal; we ſhould. have free acceſs to 
the word and to the teſtimony; and place 
unlimited confidence in no teacher or ex- 
pounder of the divine will, whilſt we have 
it in our power to appeal to the authority 
of God himſelf: And this is the more ne- 
ceſſary, as the church of Rome, which 
injoins us to ſhut our Bibles, and to put 
ourſelves under her ghoſtly guidance, that 
is, to put out our eyes in compliment to 

| our 
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negle& and violation of ſome of the cleareſt 


( u4 1) 


our leader, is, demonſtratively, a very er 


roneous and inſufficient guide. The church 
of Rome has been à thouſand times con- 
victed of teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men; of perverting the moſt 


obvious truths of revelation; of relaxing 


the obligation of the moſt important pre- 
cepts; and of encouraging men to hope 
for acceptance and ſalvation on terms, that 
are evidently unſcriptural, and in the 


and moſt n erb duties of piety and 
N | 


Is proof of this n we might appeal 
to the decrees of her Councils “, to the 
bulls of her Popes, and the hiſtory of her 
diſcipline and conduct: We might appeal, 
as others have often done, to her confeſſion 
and penance and purgatory ; to her works 


of ſupererogation and merit; to her ſatis- 


factions and indulgences; and to the powers 


* See particularly thoſe of the council of Trent, 
held, by 25 ſucceſſive ſeſſions, from the year 1545 to 
1564, which were ſolemnly ratified by the bull and 
creed of Pope Pius iv. and authoritatively enjoined, 
as a ſummary of the faith and diſcipline of the Romiſh 
church. 


which 


— 


% 
which ſhe aſſumes of exerciſing abſolution F 
without ſufficient proof of real repentance; 
of ſtipulating pecuniary fines for, the moſt 
atrocious. crimes ; and of canonizing men 
as ſaints in Heaven, and objects of worſhip, 
who were not fit to live on earth, who had 


been monſters of profligacy and cruelty ; 
on no other ground, than wanton zeal for 
the ſupport of her ſuperſtition, profuſe do- 
nations or bequeſts, and impious pretenſions 
to the power of working miracles for this 
purpoſe. Money, indeed, is of infinite uſe 
in the ſyſtem of religious negotiation” pa- 
tronized by this church : The pardon of fin 
and falvation of ſouls are mercantile com- 
modities in which her prieſts have largely 
trafficked : Her treaſury has been enriched 
by iſſuing licences for committing any ſort 
of ſins, and by granting .diſpenſations or 
abſolutions for various crimes at ſettled 
prices: Theſe are ſpecified in a book of 
rates, called the Tax-book of the Holy 
Apoſtolical Chancery, firſt printed at Rome 
in the year 1514, and aſcribed by ſome _ 


+ The abſolution of the - prieſt is to be conſidered 
not merely as a declaration of the pardon of fin, but 
as a judicial act, by which he pronounces ſentence, 
under the character of a judge. Cap. 6. Seſs. 14. 
Conc. Trid. apud Hard, Conc. Tom. x. p. 94- 


writers 


(wy) 
vrtters to Pope Innocent viii. T Corporal 
Aiſcipline is allowed to make ſufficient 
atonement for immoral practices, and a ſum 


E of money, properly "beſtowed, never fails 


0 Mitigate the torments of purgatory, to 
procure a ſpeedy reſcue from it and a diſtin- 

guifhed place in her catalogue of worthies. 
ann £0308 4 2 


The conduct of the church of Rome, in 
theſe reſpects, and many more of a ſimilar 
ardre Utkt might be m. deſerves 


tht 


8 [ſeveral editions ef this book : 
From a correft edition printed by L. Banck, Profeſſor 
at Norkopin in Gothland, in 1651, it appears that 
the price of abſolution for fornication, attended with 
the maſt heinous circumftances, was 6 or 
i. e, about 2 ſhillings : * » * . 
| For a taythan” $  miurdering 2 
layman; | — — 5 gr. er15.:8d. 
P violent hands ona. 
_ prieſt, without ſhedding 

< blood  — — — 9 87. ar 26. 0 

For committing inceſt — ; gr. or 18. 8d. 
The fee of abſolution, and 

Hiſpenſation for a prieſt's | 
keeping a concubine — #7 gr. or 28. 4d. 

For forging the Pope's: hand- | 
writing — — 17 or e 8d. ore. 

See the Tura 8. Cancellariæ Apeftolice, à L. Banck: 
cates 1. 2 158, Ke. | 
. 3 to 
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which produce no real change in the ſtate 


HEE 


| to be ſeriouſly lamented ; as ſhe leads her 


deluded votaries into the moſt dangerous 
and fatal errors;- as ſhe encourages falſe 
hopes of pardon and acceptance; and aims 
to reconcile the moſt notorious immoralities 
with the proſpect of peculiar favour from 
the Supreme Judge, by outward obſervances, 


and temper: As if counting beads and 
repeating Ave Marias in much greater pro- 
portion than Pater-nofters *, walking bare- 
foot, wearing coarſe garments, laſhing and 
lacerating the body, and other fimilar mor- 
tifications: As if pecuniary fines, long 
pilgrimages, votive offerings at the ſhrine 
of ſome pretended or even real ſaints, and 
large gifts or legacies to the church : As if 
theſe ſervices, which are not at all incompa- 
tible with an unrenewed heart and unholy 
life, were pleaſing to God and ſufficient to 


The roſary, pretended to be formed by the in- 
ſpiration of the Virgin Mary herſelf, and delivered to 
St. Dominic about the year 1220,. conſiſts of an hun- 
dred and fifty Ave-Marias, and only fifteen Parer- 
Nefters, St. Bernardine, a Popiſh writer, declares, 
„ that men may ſay to their comfort, that upon the 
6 Virgin's account, God is more obliged to man, 
« than they are to God.“ See the citation in the 
Sermons againſt Popery, preached at Salters Hall in 
1735. Vol, ii. Ser. 1. p. 28. 

1 C convert 


: { 18 } | 5g 
convert * of lewdneſs and of cruelty, 
into acceptable penitents and illuſtrious 
faints: Good God! Is it 
practiees of this kind ſhould form a part, a 
principal part, of the religion of creatures, 
whom thou haft endowed with reaſon, whom 
thou haft bleſſed with revelation ? Is it for 
the ſupport of ſuch a ſyſtem of doctrine and 
_ diſcipline, that the horrors of the inquiſition 
have been eſtabliſhed ; that anathemas have 
been ſolemnly pronounced; and that coun- 
tries, to which its malignant influence hath 
extended, have been occaſionally drenched 

in blood ? If we ſearch the ſcripture, we ſhall 
find no traces of ſuch practices, required 
or allowed, in any of its doctrines or pre- 
cepts ; nay, we ſhall find, that much more 
than thefe. may be very conſiſtent with a 
temper and character, which have no title 
to ſalvation; that, unleſs men unfeignedly 
repent they ſhall periſh, notwithſtanding 
any outward profeſſion or obſervance; and 
that without holineſs of heart and life no 
man can ſee God. 


Far be it from me to ſuggeſt, that many 

| who are avowedly the Members of the 
Church of Rome, do not retain the obliga- 
tion of the more eſſential and important 
2 parts 


poſſible that 


6 


parts of religion; that they have not diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by an exemplary temper 
and conduct; and that they have not per- 
, ceived, and even acknowledged; the abſurd 
nature and pernicious tendency of the prac- 
tices already recited, and ſtill chargeable 
on the .eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of Popery ! It is 
my buſineſs to delineate the ſyſtem of 
Popery, as it ſtill exiſts in unrepealed 
ſtatutes and unaboliſhed forms, by way of 
caution and warning; and not to fix per- 
- ſonal reproach on the character of indivi- 
duals in this or any other church, how far 
ſoever its corruptions may extend, arid in 
what degree ſoever it may need reformation, 
od | 


- HIdly. The Scripture is our only rule of 
faith and practice; and it is ſufficient for 
this purpoſe without any ſupplements and 
traditions of human device and impoſition. 
As it contains the only revelation derived 
immediately from God, and proſeſſes to 
teach us every thing neceſſary to regulate 
our creed or our conduct, in order to our 
Salvation, it muſt be ſufficient for the end 
propoſed. The contrary ſuppoſition would 
be a very reproachful and injurious reflection 
on the wiſdom and goodneſs of its author, 

. Had 


„ | 
Had the Deity deſigned to intruſt any in 
later ages with powers to eſtabliſh new 
articles of faith, or to enjoin other rules of 


conduct, not taught and recorded in his 
word, it is natural to imagine, that he 


would have given us ſome intimation of his 
deſign; that he would have raiſed our ex- 
pectations of ſuch ſecondary. aſſiſtance; 
and deſcribed the character of the perſons, 
who were to enjoy this. diſtinguiſhed privi- 


lege ; otherwiſe we might be in danger of | 


being deluded by following falſe guides, 
and ſubmitting to thoſe, who might pre- 
tend, without warrant, a divine commiſſion 
and authority. We are, indeed, forewarned 
of ſuch falſe guides; we are cautioned 
againſt their pretenſions and uſurpation, in 
characters which we can be at no loſs to 
apply. Let no man deceive you by any means; 
for the day of Chriſt all not come, except 
there come a falling away firſt, and that man of 
fin be revealed, the ſon of perdition, who oppoſetb 
and exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped; ſo that he as God fitteth 
in the temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that he is 
God: whoſe coming is after the working of 
Satan, with all power, and figns, and lying 
Wonders, and with all deceivableneſs of unrigh- 
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reouſmeſs in them that periſh. * The papal 
power, thus deſcribed, hath exalted abſurd 
and corrupt traditions + into an authority 
equal, and in many reſpects ſuperior to that 
of divine commandments; and afſumed the 
prerogative of interpreting ſcripture at 
pleaſure ; a power, which the Apoſtle juſtly 
repreſents as ſitting in the temple of God, 
arrogating divine rights and divine honours. 
T It is, however, the fundamental principle 
of Proteſtants, that the ſcriptures are of 
themſelves, without any ſupplements or 
traditions, the ſole ; and that they are like- 
wiſe a ſufficient rule of faith and practice: 
and as long as we retain this principle, and 


II. Theſſalonians, ii. 3, 4, & 9, 10. 


+ The Apocryphal books and unwritten tradi- 
tions, regularly tranſmitted and preſerved in the 
Catholic Church, are enjoined to be received with 
the ſame reverence as the genuine ſcriptures, and an 
Anathema 1s pronounced againſt thoſe who contemn 
them, by a decree of the 4th ſeſſion of the council of 
Trent. Hard. Conc. tom. x. p. 22. . 


4 Popes have been called, not only by their flat- 
terers, but by their councils, Me Holy Father, Mof? 
Holy Lord, and declared to become actually ſaints at 
their election through the merits of St. Peter. See 
the privileges of the Pope and See of Rome enume- 
rated by Gregory VII. in Baronius's Annales. ad Ann. 
1076, Tom. xi. p. 507, 


purſue 


* 
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purſue it to its ytmaſt extent, we ſhall be in 
no danger oſ reverting back to popery, nor 
c 
96 


3 
ſcripture are ſufficiently plain and intelligi- 
ble to all who read them without prejudice, 


- and who are deſirous of knowing the will of 


1 ä Swag it. 


| The Papiſts, on the contrary, pretend, 
that Chriſtians, in general, are not capable 
of underſtanding the ſcriptures; and, there- 


fore, that they muſt wholly depend on the 


judgment of others: nay more, that the 


ſcriptures are dangerous and prejudicial. 


Were this the caſe, there could be no ſuch 


thing as a certain and invariable ſtandard of 


faith and practice; but men's ſentiments 


concerning it would be as various as their 


prejudices, connections and intereſts; and 


religion, as an excellent writer“ obſerves, 


vould be merely the ſeveral laws or cuſtoms 


of the countries, where they reſpectively 
prevailed. All truths that are eſſentially 


connected wich our ieee en 


Dr. Clarke. See his 3 vol. 8, p. 169, 8vo 
ö Lern : 


( 23 
obvious; more abſtruſe and controvertible 
ſubjects are of proportionably leſs impor- 
tance: and the mode of inſtruction which 
the inſpired writers have adopted is, in this 
view, the moſt likely to enlighten, to con- 
vince and to perſuade, They inſtruct us by 
hiſtory aad parable; by an appeal to fa& 
and experience; and by a variety of exam- 
ples, which illuſtrate and enforce every 
precept they deliver. On this account, 
they are diſtinguiſhed, not only for their 
clearneſs, but for their beauty-and energy ; 
and ſurpaſs in entertainment and efficacy, as 
much as in ſolid nn. * other 


kind of writing. 


Vthly. The ſacred ſcriptures cantain a 
rule of faith and practice enforced on our 
regard by the higheſt authority ; and, there- 
fore, they deſerve a frequent and attentive 
peruſal. They were indited by divine in- 
ſpiration; the writers of them were under 
the immediate direction and influence of 
the holy ſpirit; and our bleſſed Lord, 
whoſe diſcourſes are preſerved in the New 
Teſtament, was the ſpecial meſſenger and 
repreſentative. of the inviſible Deity. We 
may, then, be aſſured, that the ſcriptures 
contain all needful inſtruction; that their 

| counſels 
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counſels are ſalutary ; that their commands 
are wile, Juſt and good. With what hu- 
mility and reverence, with what delight and 
truſt, with what pious and upright reſolu- 
tions ſhould we always recur to theſe oracles 
of God? When we' conſider, who addreſſes 
us in the ſacred pages; and for what end the 
ſcriptures were originally written, have been 
fince preſerved uncorrupted, and are tranſ- 
mitted down to us; we cannot lefs than 

regard them with veneration and pleaſure ; 
accept with affectionate gratitude this di- 
rectory of faith and practice, this charter of 
ineſtimable bleſſings; make the ſcriptures 
our counſellors and companions through 
life; and ſtudy in the uſe of them to become 
wiſe unto ſalvation. Once more 


VIthly. The ſcriptures the a ſtill higher 
importance and value, becauſe they contain 
the rule of our final judgment. Our ac- 
quittal or condemnation will depend on the 
conformity or difagreement of our character 
to the written word ; this will form the 
grand ſubject of inquiry at the laſt day, and 
ſerve to decide our everlaſting ſtate. God 
has now intruſted us with a declaration of 
his will and of the method of proceeding, 
when the account of life and time is cloſed 


and 
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and the unchangeable ſentence is pronounced. 


He has previouſly informed us concerning 


the nature of the account which we muſt 


then render; concerning the neceſſary qua- 
lifications, ſor obtaining the applauſe of our. 


judge, and the grounds on which any ſhall 
then be diſowned and rejected. Since, 


therefore, we muſt all ſtand before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt; ſince we muſt all 


undergo his ſcrutiny and ſentence ; a ſcru- 
tiny which ſhall do juſtice to every character 
and a ſentence which is deciſive and final; 
ſhould we not acquaint ourſelves with the 
nature of this ſolemn proceſs? ſhould we 
not compare our prevailing temper and con- 
duct with the rule of judgment, revealed 
in the holy ſcriptures? And anticipate, by 
frequent meditation, the declared conſe- 
quences of that ſentence,. which will then 
be pronounced? From the judgment of 
men, who may dare to pronounce concern- 
ing our ſtate and character, and, by an un- 
charitable ſentence, exclude us from favour, 


we may appeal to this tribunal of juſtice 


and mercy ; if, upon carefully ſearching the 
ſcriptures and trying ourſelves by this only 


infallible teſt, we find no n of ſelt- 
condemnation. 


D | This 
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This fubje& teaches us 
In the iſt place, to what the intredductien and 
prevalence of the abſurd andtyrannical ſyſtem 
of Popery has been chiefly owing: viz. to neg- 
left and ignorance of the ſeriptures. Had theſe * 
been properly regarded; had men main- 
tained their right of ſearching the ſcriptures 
for themſelves, and not tamely ſurrendered 
their judgment to the conduct and dominion 
of others, the abſurd tenets and practices 
of the church of Rome could never have 
gained ſuch an extenſive ſpread, nor pre- 
ſerved their influence in the world for ſo 
many centuries. A period of the groſſeſt 
ignorance was the moſt propitious to this 
ſyſtem of mental ſlavery: Moſt of the cor- 
ruptions of the church of Rome were in- 
troduced and propagated in the interval 
of profound darkneſs, which overſpread 
Europe by the irruption of the Northern 
Barbarians in the fifth century, and which 
Iaſted for ſeveral ages. As ſoon as men had 
refolution to examine the ſcriptures for 
themſelves, light and liberty were reſtored; 
the ſuperſtitions of Popery ſunk into diſ- 
credit, and the thunder of its eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures and excommunications was diſre- 
garded. The dawn of the reformation ſoon 
brightened into a glorious day, when the 
Bible 
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Bible was tranſlated into the vulgar tongue, 
and, by the aid of printing, invented about 
the ſame period, diſperſed among the people. 
And to this circumſtance, the antient re- 
formers, under Proyidence, were poncipelly 
indebted for their ſucceſs. 


2dly. This ſubject enables us to diſcover 
in characters ſufficiently obvious, the unjuſt 
uſurpation and Antichriſtian ſpirit of the 
church of Rome. 


- 


Search the - ſcriptures, ſays our Divine 
Teacher and Saviour; theſe are they which 
teſtify of ne: To theſe he refers us for the 
rule of our conduct and the means of our 
ſalvation; on the teſtimony which they 
.afford, and the evidence and influence with 
which they are accompanied, he reſts the 
credit of his miſſion and the ſucceſs of his 
undertaking. - So neceſſary, important and 
uſeful are the ſcriptures in this view, that 
he hath made it our indiſpenſible duty to 
acquaint ourſelves with the doftrines and 
diſcoveries they contain. Burt the church 
of Rome, in direct oppoſition to this expreſs 
command, prohibits the uſe of the ſcrip- 
tures; repreſents the Bible as a very dan- 
gu book ; puts it out of the power of 
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her votaries to obſerve a poſitive and diſtin- 


guiſhing precept of it; and thus eſtabliſhes 
an authority in the Chriſtian church, enforced 


by anathemas and numerous penalties, re- 


pugnant to that of its Divine Founder and 


Supreme Lord. There cannot be a more 


deciſive proof of her Antichriſtian ſpirit 


than ſuch practice; nor can we need any 


other evidence of her unwarrantable uſurpa- 


tion, than that which is furniſned by con- 


traſting her conduct in this reſpect with the 


declared will of our Divine Legiſlator, 
Redeemer and Judge. 


3dly. How thankful ſhould we be, that, 
in conſequence of the reformation from 


Popery, and under the protection of a Pro- 
teſtant government, we enjoy the liberty 


of ſearching the ſcriptures and of forming our 


principles and practice, according to the 
inſtructions they afford. Were the power 
of papal Rome formidable and odious in 
no other point of view than this, that it 
deprives its votaries of free acceſs to the 


ſacred ſcriptures, we can never ſufficiently 


admire and celebrate the goodneſs of divine 


providence, which has reſcued us from it, 


and which has, once and again, ſeaſonably 
interpoſed to prevent the re · eſtabliſnment 
| of 
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of its tyranny in this country. It is needleſs 
to recite the numerous and wicked attempts 
of its emiſſaries for this purpoſe. This day 
revives the remembrance of our danger by 
the gun- powder- plot, in the reign of James 
I. and by the influence of Popiſh counſels 
on the government of his ſucceſſors of the 
Stuart line; and it likewiſe revives the 
grateful, joyful remembrance of our eſcape. 
A power, that would rob us of the ſcrip- 
ture ; the moſt valuable depoſit with which 
God has entruſted us; the rule of our 
conduct, the ſource of our choiceſt conſola- 
tions,” and our infallible guide to heaven 
and happineſs, is juſtly formidable and 
odious. There is no evil, that may not be 
apprehended from the unreſtrained triumph 
of ſuch'a power. When men's minds are 
enſlaved by ignorance, error and ſuperſti- 
tion; when they ſurrender their ſpiritual 
rights to an uſurped authority ; they will 
make but a feeble reſiſtance againſt other 
encroachments of a civil and worldly nature: 
Nay, if the freedom of the mind be ſacri- 
ficed; if the conſcience be enſlaved; it is 
of little moment, what becomes of our 
perſons or property ; or what external pri- 
vilege we retain or loſe. A light acquain- 
taince with the hiſtory of our own country 
| will 


t * | 
will inform us, that Popery has been always 


favourable to a ſyſtem of arbitrary govern- 
ment; and that Popiſh principles with regard 
To religion have been generally adopted and 


encouraged by thoſe who have purſued deſ- 
potic meaſures in the ſtate. Popery is, 
indeed, the only form of religion ſuited to 
the ſpirit and views of a tyrant. In proof 
of this, we need only appeal. to the event, 
which we are now aſſembled to comme- 

morate. King James II. was an undiſguiſed 
and bigotted Papiſt ; the principles of his 
education and the attachments of his youth 


directed every meaſure of his adminiſtration; 
he not only adopted the arbitrary ſyſtem of 


his predeceſſors, but uſed every effort to 
change the eſtabliſhed religion of his 


country; his ſhort reign was marked with 


oppreſſion and blood; the hearts of his 
ſubjects were alienated from him; and he 
deſervedly loſt his crown and kingdom. 
The views of the people, generally diffatis- 
fied with the religion and government of 


James, were directed to WILLIAM Prince 


of Orange, who undertook the office and 
obtained the glorious appellation of our 
DELIVERER. Every ſtep of his progreſs to 
an abdicated throne, was marked with evi- 
dent traces of the- counſel and concurrence 


of 
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of Divine Providence: And to WI IIA 
and MARY, names ever dear to Britons and 
Proteſtants, and to Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and to the GLORIOUS REVOLUTION brought 
about by their means, we are indebted, 
under God, for the preſervation of our 
laws, our liberty, our religion and our 
BisLESs. This was the memorable æra of 
the conſtitutional eſtabliſhment of our civil 
rights, and of the legal toleration of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters; a toleration, which has 
been uniformly maintained, with little in- 
terruption, both in the letter and in the 
ſpirit of it, by the ſucceeding Princes of 
the Brunſwick' family ; and the benefits of 
which have, by an act of the laſt ſeflion of 
parliament, been rendered morc comprehen- 
five in their extent; and the conditions of 
their attainment more conformable to the 
principles of Diſſenters. By this gradual 
extenſion -and improvement of our religious 
liberty, we are encouraged to hope that a 
time may come, when the toleration of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters in this country will 
be as complete and perfect, as they have 
a right founded in Nature, and in their 
uniform attachment to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion, and to the true intereſt of their 
country, to expect; and as the moſt zealous 

advocates 
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advocates of an unreſtricted toleration can 


| deſire. g 


. * 


Athly. Every attempt to embarraſs and 


obſtruct the exerciſe of private judgment in 
ſearching the ſcriptures is a ſpecies of Popery : 


It is altogether inconſiſtent with thoſe noble 
principles on which the reformation was 
begun and completed, and by which it can 
be conſiſtently juſtified. Thoſe who proteſt- 
ed againſt the errors of the church of Rome 
made their appeal to the ſcripture ; they 
claimed the right of judging for themſelves, 
what doctrines it taught, what mode of 
worſhip it enjoined, and what rules of con- 
duct it inculcated. The principle was ex- 
cellent and laudable: Let us adopt and 
maintain it in its utmoſt latitude; it may 
be urged with equal propriety againſt every 
kind and degree of impoſition upon con- 
ſcience. Error only dreads ſcrutiny and 
ſnelters itſelf behind reſtraint. The uſurpa- 
tion of the Popiſh church is juſtly held in 


| abhorrence: Whilſt we value our eſcape 
from this church, let us, to the utmoſt of 


our power, diſcountenance Proteftant Po- 
pery. As we have the word of God in our 
hands, let us acquaint ourſelves thoroughly 


with it, and always cleave to the truth as 
5-24 5 . we. 
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we learn it from Chriſt; not heſitating to 
depart from any human deciſions, which we 
diſcern to be contrary to it. Fearleſs of all 
conſequences, whilſt we have the Bible in 
our hands, let it be the ſole rule of our 


faith and practice. May God give us 


wiſdom to diſcern the ſaving truths which 


it teaches, and firmneſs to maintain them ! 


Sthly. The beſt preſervative from Popery 


and from a Popiſh ſpirit among Proteſtants 


is a ſerious diligent peruſal of the holy 


ſcriptures. Let parents, therefore, be ſoli- 


citous to bring youthful minds into an early 


acquaintance with the word of God; let 


young perſons accuſtom themſelves to read 
it with attention and to attend the public 
miniſtration of it. Acquaintance with the 
ſcriptures will increaſe their eſteem of them ; 


and, under a divine influence, be the means 
ol eſtabliſhing-ſuch principles and forming 
them into ſuch a temper and practice, as 


will be an effectual antidote againſt the in- 
ſinuations and corruptions of Popery. Thoſe 
that are moſt in danger of being enſnared 
by the emiſſaries of the church of Rome, 


ever buſy and active in making proſelytes, 
are the ignorant, on the one hand, who are 


deſtitute of ſound ſcriptural principles of 
| E religion, 
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religion, through want of a proper educa- 
tion; and the licentious and wicked, on 
the other, who have diſcarded all religious 
principles; who think it a matter of indif- 
ference what notions of religion they enter- 
tain, and who have no diſcernment of the 
things that differ. Thoſe alſo, whoſe re- 
ligion is more the reſult of paſſion and eg 
than of mature reflection, and whoſe ju 

ment 1s captivated by their ſenſes and - 4 
tions, are in no inconſiderable danger: 
Popery is much better adapted to the groſs 
apprehenſions of ſuch perſons than any other 
form of religion, which is more abſtracted. 
in its nature and more mental in its opera- 
tion. It behoves us therefore, in our re- 
ſpective ſtations, to do all that lies in our 
power towards inſtructing the ignorant, 
giving them juſt views of the nature and 
importance of true religion, and guarding 
thoſe that are moſt obnoxious, from that 
indifference and diſſipation, which neceſſarily 
expoſe them both to error of principle and 
licentiouſneſs of conduct. Aſſociations and 
endeavours for this purpoſe are commend- 
able and uſeful: They are adapted to the 
nature of religion and to the genius of 
Chriſtianity: And the preſent ſtate of our 
country ſeems to recommend and require 
exertions 
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exertions-in this way, for the revival of ſcrip- 
tural religion ; for inculcating the genuine 
principles of Proteſtants ; and for guarding 
by a courſe of public inſtruction, ſet apart 
for this purpoſe, againſt the influence and 
ſpread of Popery “. But how far united 
attempts for reviving or continuing civil 
reſtraints and penalties in the province of 


religion and conſcience, even where Popery 
is the object, may be expedient, is a queſtion 
of a very complicated nature, and deſerves 


* We ſeem,” ſays an excellent writer, ©* in 
«« matters of religion, to be arri ved at a very intereſting 
<< criſis, wherein the prophecy of our bleſſed Saviour, 
T namely, that, becauſe of the abounding of iniquity, 
de the love of many ſhould wax cold, is fulfilled among 
e us, as viſibly at leaſt as it has been among Chriſtians 
of any other period ſince the prophecy was delivered. 
«© There ſeems to be at this time not only a general 
< coolneſs towards the Proteſtant religion, as diſtin- 
C6 guiſhed from the ſpirit and praQtices of Popery, but 
£ likewiſe a general inattention to thoſe intereſts of 
the temporal as well as of the ſpiritual kind, which 
« jt was the glory and praiſe of our anceſtors to ſup- 
„port. See Blackburne's Confiderations on the 
preſent ſtate of the controverſy between the Proteſtants 
and Papiſts of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 1768, 
p. 124. If this repreſentation be juſt, the friends of 
geligion and of their country have great reaſon to be 
alarmed, and to concur in promoting ſuch a defign as 
Has been above ſuggeſted. | 
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to be very maturely conſidered by thoſe 
chat are more immediately concerned f. 


ute. 


+ © The grand objection, “ ſays the writer laſt cited ; 
we may add, the only objection, to the toleration of | 
4% Popery is merely of the civil kind; that is to ſay, 
te the tendency of its tenets to ſubvert the civil as 
4% well as the religious rights of mankind in general, 

and in particular the ſecurity we of this country have 
« for our civil and religious liberties, under thoſe laws 
upon which the Proteſtant ſettlement of our preſent 
«© government depends.” Conſid. p. 38. But the 
following definition of toleration ſeems to imply, 
that it has other reſtrictions, beſide the ſafety of the 
Nate, which are merely of a religious nature: Tolera- 
e tion is the very oppoſite of perſecution, and, there- 

« fore, conſiſts in the contrary ſpirit and conduct; 
| Ko that is, in allowing every man to profeſs his own 
s faith, / not evidently repugnant to the boly ſcriptures, 
© without the leaſt injury done him in his civil rights, 
* ſo long as he ſhall give proper ſecurity for his being 
a peaceable member of ſociety.” Appeal from the 
Proteſtant Aſſociation to the People of Great Britain ; 
Kc. 1779. p. 6. According to this definition, a perſon 
may be able to give ** proper ſecurity for his being a 
* peaceable member of ſociety,” and yet be no fit 
object of toleration, if his faith be evidently repug- 
' ** nant to the holy ſcriptures.” Is there any ſpecies ar 
degree of intolerance, that may not be juſtified by 
this unguarded reſtriction? The queſtion of difficulty 
between us and the Papiſts, is not, whether their faith 


(3 


Finally. Let it be our ſolicitude to be as + 


exemplary in our conduct as we are diſtin- 
guiſhed by the purity and excellence of our 
profeſſion. Let not the word of God, to 
which we have free acceſs, be an uſeleſs 
treaſure : If we have better means of infor- 
mation than others, and know more than 
they of our duty and happineſs, let us be 
more diligeyt in the practice of our duty 
and more zealous in the purſuit of our true 
happineſs. The outward privileges of Chriſ- 
tians and of Proteſtants can be of no avail 
without an anſwerable conduct: Let us 
diſcover the fruits of a ſubſtantial and pro- 
greſſive piety and goodneſs; that the teſti- 
mony of ſcripture may accord with that 
of our own hearts in our favour: And theſe 
concurring teſtimonies, that of God in his 
word and that of our own conſciences, will 
give us boldneſs in the approaching, awful, 


all- deciſive day of judgment and retribution. 
Amen | 


be conformable or repugnant to the ſeriptures, in our 
judgment of it, or in the judgment of the Proteſtant 
Magiſtrate who grants toleration ; but, whether they 


are capable of giving proper ſecurity for their be- 
{© ing peaceable members of ſociety.” 
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